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1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 
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Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-14 



1-14 



1-14 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 
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NO 



Citations and explanations 

1. Reference is made to the following document: 
Dl: US-A-3 652 14 6. 

2. Document Dl discloses a device for positioning a 
plate including one or more samples (24) on an 
observation or analysis device (microscope) 
comprising a lens for observing or analysing at 
least part of a sample along an observation axis 
extending from an observation surface of the plate , 
and a framework (18) provided with a plate- 
supporting assembly having the following features: 



• a first frame (20) slidingly movable in a plane 
perpendicular to the observation axis (column 2, 
lines 39-45) ; 

• a second frame (32) mounted on said first frame 
(20) and slidingly movable in said plane 

• perpendicular to the observation axis (column 2, 
lines 29-38), said first and second frames (20, 
32) each being movable in a direction 
perpendicular to the direction of movement of the 
other frame (see figure 2); and 
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• a third frame (30) mounted on said second frame 
(32) by means for retaining said third frame 
(30), said means securing said third frame in the 
plane perpendicular to the observation axis while 
allowing movement of said third frame essentially 
along the observation axis. 

It follows that the only difference between the 
positioning device specified in claim 1 and the one 
known from Dl is that said third frame is provided 
with means for securing the plate. Such means for 
securing a plate, comprising a sample, inside a 
microscope are very commonly used and, as a result, 
the present application does not fulfil the 
requirement set forth in PCT Article 33(3) because 
the subject matter of claim 1 does not involve an 
inventive step (PCT Rule 65.1 and 65.2). 

3. Dependent claims 2-14 do not contain any features 
which, in combination with the features of any one 
of the claims to which they refer, might define 
subject matter that fulfils the PCT requirements of 
novelty and/or inventive step for the following 
reasons: 

The features defined in these claims merely consist 
of options from a plurality of obvious options that 
a person skilled in the art seeking to solve the 
stated problem might select, depending on each 
particular case, and without an inventive step being 
involved. 
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